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Welcome to Concepts in Law! In this class, our goal is to work together to create an exciting learning environment. Through group activities, class discussions, projects and assignments, you will have the opportunity to learn about the basic concepts of the American legal system. We will cover topics including the origins of law, the different reasons why people go to court, better understanding of different types of crimes and look at how law is changing in a society that is constantly changing. 

Your grades will be based on the following items:

1. Classwork (20%)

Your classwork grade will be based on the quantity and quality of your class participation and on the completion of group projects assigned in class. Your active participation is key to creating an exciting class. Class participation will improve your grade and make this course fun and a real learning experience for you. Participation is expected from everyone during every band we meet. 

2. Homework (20%)

Homework assignments will be assigned twice a week from the HW sheet. The assignments may include readings, videos and scenarios to judge. Be sure to answer all questions completely in a full paragraph. Be sure to look ahead at the assignments. Occasionally they require outside research. For outside research, please be sure to include credible sites such as newspaper and those ending in .org or .edu.
3. Exams (40 % Total)

There will be an exam before the end of each marking period, a total of three exams. Tests will reflect what we have learned in class. They will consist of multiple choice, short answer questions and essay questions. In order to do well on the exams, it is important for you to attend class regularly, participate in discussions and complete homework. There will also be quizzes, some planned and some surprise. 

 


     Tentative Exam Dates

	Exam 1
	Exam 2
	Final Exam

	
	
	


I strongly encourage you to form study groups to help you do the best you can this semester. There will be a great deal of learning over the next few weeks. Find someone in the class that has a similar work ethic to yours so that you may productively review the material. 

4. Semester Project (20%)

Your semester project will represent 20% of your grade. It will consist of a research project concerning the topic of law. More information will be given to you at a later date. 

Other Information:
If you have any questions, comments, or difficulties pertaining to the course, or even if you have any suggestions, please feel free to come see me. This semester I am available during the following bands: ___________________ in the 285 suite, room 285F. If you need to meet with me, you must let me know the day before or early that morning so I will set aside time to meet with you. Although I am free those other bands, I will not be found easily. 

I wish you the best of luck this semester. May it be a successful and enjoyable one for each and every one of you. Remember, your opinion counts!!! I strongly encourage you to voice your opinion during all lessons whether you strongly agree or disagree. Not only will that spark up interesting debate on the lesson covered but it will help you in your homework assignments and exams.

