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For your project, you will be focusing on present day issues in the criminal law field. Criminal law is the branch of modern law that concerns itself with crimes committed against society, its members, their property and social order. We are confronted with these issues regularly from personal experience, the media and class discussions. Throughout the semester, we will study basic concepts in law from a student’s perspective. You can choose any topic as long as it relates to law and legal studies. Possible topics to choose from include (but are not limited to):

· Definitions of Justice

· Death Penalty

· Hate Crimes

· Human Trafficking

· Innocence/Wrongful Convictions

· Juvenile Justice

· Mandatory Minimum Sentencing

· Media and Criminal Justice

· Megan’s Law

· Mental Health Needs
· Police Misconduct

· Political Prisoners

· Prison Conditions
· Prison Industrial Complex

· Prisoners’ Rights

· Race and Law

· Rockefeller Drug Laws

· Sex Offender Policies

· “Stand Your Ground” Laws

· Terrorism Laws

*Visit the following website for more general topics: http://www.instruction.greenriver.edu/bahl/e127/cjtopics.htm

Part I. Project Proposal (5 pts)

You will choose a current problem in the legal system today. You must select a very specific topic, do background research, and defend a thesis. You must use evidence from multiple sources to assist you in constructing and supporting your argument. You will submit a ¾ pg paragraph explaining your topic, your focus, and your interest in this issue. Your proposal must end with your thesis statement, the argument you will be making. 
Part II. Annotated Bibliography (15 pts)

An annotated bibliography is similar to a bibliography in that it lists sources related to your topic. However, an annotated bibliography requires you to submit summaries and/or an evaluation of the source being used. This means you will have to read the text, summarize and determine the author’s point of view to submit this portion of the assignment. This must follow proper MLA format and include a paragraph summary for each source. Include three sources. 
Part III. Formal Outline (15 pts)

Before submitting your paper, you must put together and organize the many different ideas you have gathered. Although the outline does not need to include all details that I will see in the paper, it should be clear that you have incorporated facts and key ideas from prominent authors, historians or even lawyers. Your outline should be 1 ½ pgs typed, standard margins. 

Part IV: The Research Paper (50 pts)

Your research paper is your opportunity to present your case about the issue at hand. Be sure to use any feedback given to you throughout this writing process. The paper must be at least 4 pages. It should be double spaced, 12 point Times New Roman and standard one inch margins. Be sure to include the following information below. If you are struggling with including the information below, let me know. 
· Introduction with description of issue; End with thesis

· Description  and historical circumstances of your issue. Why is it an issue? When did it become an issue originally? What was going on during that time?

· What laws are involved? When were these laws developed? 

· Who is mostly affected by the issue? Why? How?

· What are the differing opinions on this issue? Think about criminal defense opinion as well as public opinion. 

Remember that as you include this information you are still presenting an argument. All the information provided should relate to your thesis. 
Late Penalty: There will be a 5 point penalty for each day late. This includes days that your band does not meet as well as 5 points for the weekend.
Part V. Final Bibliography (15 pts)

This will be a traditional bibliography that lists all sources used. This must be in proper MLA format. You must include at least three sources. Some of these sources may include those from your annotated bibliography. 

Source Requirements:

· Sources should include a mix of both primary and secondary sources. 

· One of your articles must be recent, written in the past 6 months. 

· One of your texts should include the counterargument. 

Please keep in mind the school’s policy on plagiarism. Do not use direct words, quotes, or even paraphrasing without citing the author. Use the sources to make your own writing stronger. If you aren’t sure if you are plagiarizing, play it safe and simply cite the source. Use parenthetical citations for this assignment. 

************************************************************************************

Additional Topics

1. The origin of capital punishment.
2. Should the death penalty used in juveniles?
3. What is the reason behind very few women receiving the capital punishment?
4. Should there be a nation wide sex offenders registry?
5. How has forensic evolved over time with use of technology?
6. Discuss parental abduction laws.
7. What should and should not be allowed for better gun control?
8. Discuss juvenile recidivism.
9. Type of serial killers?
10. Was the real Jack the Ripper caught?
11. When should distributive justice be used in criminal justice?
12. What is the political, social and legal side of use of deadly force by law enforcement?
13. What problems have cropped up in prisons crowding?
14. What does plea bargaining offer to juvenile delinquents?
15. What is the impact of white collar crimes in the society?
16. What is the motivation behind hate crimes?
17. Date rape and what can be done to avoid?
18. Should all employers run a background criminal check on all new employees?
19. What is your government doing to help protect children from online predators?
20. Is community policing an effective program against home grown crimes?
21. Has information sharing technology improved in crime against terrorism?
22. Cyberbullying and cyberstalking, how can we ensure children are safe from this?
23. Should high schools and colleges develop a school based drug testing?
24. Do most arrests of youth test positive for drug use?
25. What is the relationship between aggression and crime?
26. Discuss the strain theory and its impact on crimes.
27. Discuss the deterrence and rational choice theory.
28. What is the relationship between mental illness and crime?
29. Is there a relationship between social class and crime?
30. What is racial profiling?
31. Discuss restorative justice.
32. Is there a relationship between bad parenting and juvenile delinquencies?
33. How can offender re entry be made seamless to the society?
34. Can restrictive housing help decongest prisons?
35. What is forensic science?
36. Discuss reform versus punishment.
37. What is mandatory sentencing and the 3 strike rules?
38. What is the effect of wrongful conviction?
39. Has capital punishment deterred crime?
40. Discuss Miranda versus Arizona (1966) and its impact today.
41. Are there any benefits of legalizing marijuana?
42. Discuss parts of a criminal trial process.
43. Is the extradition law fair?
44. Is predictive policing effective?
45. Does parole work?
46. Should domestic violence laws be more punitive?
47. Is there a correlation between race and crime?
48. Causes of victimisation.
49. Should drunk drivers be given more severe punishment?
50. How can criminology be adopted into public policy
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Part IV: The Research Paper

History of Issue

· Description of issue. Why is it an issue?

· Laws involved? When developed? 

· Originally become an issue? Context?

· Who affected? Why? How?

· Differing opinions? Criminal Defense/public opinion?
Mechanics:

· 4 pgs, typed, double spaced, Times New Roman

· Includes citations in text

· Spelling and grammar
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50 pts
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21-30

Satisfactory

31-40
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41-50

Excellent
	

	Part V. Final Bibliography (15 pts)

· Traditional bibliography in proper MLA format. 

· Includes at least three sources. 

· Sources should include a mix of both primary and secondary sources. 

· Included a recent article, past 6 months..
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